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favut's most recent suicide took place in ﬂmm_gwaw on
il 20. q..._rns a u: vear-old man u&E

Id girl from

Four years before these deaths, the Government of
1avut developed plans that would help school principals,
mmunity nurses and hamler staff work together to deal with
trauma of such a loss,

Since then, these suicde response protecols have gathered
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Members 3_ the lgloolik-based circus troupe Artcirc u._._“E__._

: | of the Nunavut Trade Show in Igaluit on May
1, More than 350 delegates were in the capital to schmooze,
cut deals and tout their wares. (PHOTD BY CHRIS WINDEYER)
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dust, and have never been sent to schools,

Fducation officials say each school has a detailed suicide
response plan. But principals, who would not speak on the
record for fear of being punished, said that's not the case.

They say prindpals who arrive in Nunavut are poorly pre-
pared 1o cope with suicide in schools, and that any suicide
response plans that exist were developed by their own staff.

Meanwhile, detailed instructions have been written, but
never circulated, on how principals should work with other
community members, such as RCMP social workers and ham-
let councillors, following a suicide.

Margaret Joyce, who helped develop the protocols and is
now superintendent of Kitikmeot School Dperations, said
principals will receive a manual for handling suicides this
Seprember.

Rather than drculate this plan sooner, Joyce said the gov-
ernment focused on offering crisis management training in
schools.

A similar suicide response protocol for nurses at health
centres, drafted in Cctober 2001, was only distributed within
the past year, Joyce said.

A third protocol, designed to ensure different agencies
work together. still awaits a memorandum of understanding to
be signed.

Paul Quassa, the mayor of Igloolik, says his community
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Expensive imported nurses
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